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Feeding experiment of the four-armed echinoplutei
of Pseudocentrotus depressus™®

Naonori ISHIWATA** and Akira TENJIN***

Abstract: The four-armed echinoplutei of Pseudocentrotus depressus fed with Platymonas sp.
are examined with special reference to the change of the number of food in the digestive
tract with time after feeding. The number of food in the digestive tract increases rapidly at
the beginning and reaches a maximum after 15 minutes, and then it decreases gradually and

levels off to a constant after 30 minutes.
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Fig. 1. Temporal change of the number of

Platymonas sp. in the digestive tract of the
four-armed echinoplutei of Pseudocentrotus de-
pressus. Time (days) is measured just after
fertilization.
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Fig. 2.

Platymonas sp. in the digestive tract of the 4-

days-old four-armed echinoplutei of Pseudo-

centrotus depressus. Time (minute) is measured
after feeding.
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