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A note on local tsunamis along the Inami coast (Wakayama Pref., Japan)
facing the western North Pacific*

Shigehisa NAKAMURA**

Abstract :
the western North Pacific.

This note concerns with the past tsunami hazards along the Inami coast facing
One of the appreciable remarks is the ancient descriptions of
acoustic tsunami precursors after the earthquake in 1854.
conditions were considered for evaluating the tsunami hazards.

Geometrical and topographical
Based upon these consider-

ations, a tsunami hazard map is prepared for the local tsunami protection planning and for
the effective public installations to be constructed.
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Fig. 1. A tsunami hazard map of Inami district (Wakayama Pref.) facing the western North

Pacific.

(1) The black patches in encre de chine show the areas of the repeated tsunami inun-
dation when the tsunamis hit in 1707, 1854, 1944, 1946 and 1960.

(2) This map includes the recent man-made coastal lands around ‘“‘H’’. These areas had
been covered by offshore sea surface by the last event. The construction of these
areas has been done in these twenty or thirty years by the time of 1987.

(3) The River Kirimegawa has been blocked by longshore sand transport for a long time
at the place of the mark ‘P, so that the river flow is around the north of the mark
“S» to get to the sea at the mark “R”. The area of the mark “P” has been
utilized for shoreline fishing.

(4) The map shows cliffs and points and detached small islands, for example, Hatanozaki,
Kirimezaki and Maruyama. No tsunami hit has been recorded or observed by 1987.
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