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A note on pot holes in Kitayama Valley*

Shigehisa NAKAMURA**

Abstract: Pot holes in the Kitayama Valley which is located at the upper reach of the Kumano
River in the south Japan are studied. Specific features of the said pot holes are discussed
along with the previously confirmed cases already reported in Japan and in other countries.
A descriptive note is for a qualitative mechanics of forming processes of pot holes or giant

kettles. Some previous notes suggest that a pot hole can be formed as a bowl-shaped bed-
rock after erosion caused by river flow and sediment transport. Pot hole also can be formed
by effect of waves near coast and of glaciated erosion. Formation of pot holes in the Kitayama
Valley as in the other places should be solved after an appropriate formulation with considera-
tion of the factors related to physical and geological conditions.
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Fig. 1. Schematic patterns of a pot hole or
giant kettle.
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