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Evaluation of tsunamis in ancient and medieval ages in relation
to datum level variations in the south Japan®

Shigehisa NAKAMURA®"

Abstract: It is essential to evaluate the tsunamis in the ancient and medieval

ages for tsunami warning and protection works, though the variations of the

datum level in the twentieth century may be available to utilize for the purpose.

In this work, a special reference is a part of the coast of Kii-Peninsula, the south

Japan. A discussion is for revising the tsunami catalogs and for evaluation of

the past major tsunamis with consideration about the local datum level

variations observed this century by the National Geographic Institute. Even with

some contaminations, the observed mean sea level could be utilized as an

indicator of variations of datum level. Data from satellites could be also helpful

for the purpose.
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Fig.l1 Upheaval of the datum level referring to the surveys by the National Geographical Institute.

1) Reference level is that in 1899.

2) Numerals indicate the years when the surveys were undertaken.
3) Notations are W for Wakayama, G for Gobo, T for Tanabe, K for Kushimoto and S for

Shingu.

4) Abscissa is taken along the coastal survey line(not in scale exactly).
5) The locations of Senrihama and Taiji-ura are denoted by P and R, respectively.6) Inset
shows geographical location of the interested area including the survey line.
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